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J  Watch  for  flashing  beacons  on  aircraft  to  indicate  the  engine  is  running  or

about  to  start.

Warning:  Do  not  get  too  close  to  aircraft  as  damage  or  injury  could  occur  if 
the  engine  is  started.  Jet  blast  or  prop  wash  can  be  extremely  dangerous.
Flashing  beacons  located  on  the  tail,  top,  or  bottom  of  the  aircraft  indicate
that  the  engine  is  running  or  about  to  start.

Movement  Areas
The  movement  area  consists  of  taxiways,  runways,  and  other  designated  areas

as  determined  by  the  Airport.  You  are  required  to  have  authorization  from  Airport

Management  to  drive  in  these  areas.

“You  must  monitor  your  radio  at  all  times  and  get  permission  from  the 
Airport  to  enter  and  drive  on  any  movement  area.”

Runways
Runways  are  rectangular-shaped,  paved  surfaces  designed  for  the  landing  and

takeoff  of  airplanes.  Only  drive  on  runways  when  necessary  for  airport

operations.  Do  not  enter  or  cross  a  runway  unless  you  have  authorization  from

airport  management.

Runway  Identifications:  Runways  are  numbered  from  1  to  36  based  on  their
magnetic  direction  rounded  off  to  the  nearest  10  degrees.  For  example,  a

runway  aligned  to  the  magnetic  heading  of  320  degrees  would  be  Runway  32.

Each  runway  will  have  two  identifications  based  upon  the  direction  of  travel.  For
example,  if  one  end  of  the  runway  is  numbered  “32,”  the  other  end  will  be

numbered  “14.”
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Movement  Area  Signs

There  are  three  basic  types  of  signs  that  you  may  encounter  on  the  movement

are  -  mandatory  instruction,  location,  and  guidance  signs.  These  signs  are
color-coded  for  easy  recognition  and  are  located  adjacent  to  runways  and
taxiways.  These  signs  may  also  be  painted  on  the  pavement.

Mandatory  Instruction  Signs:  A  red  sign  with  a  white  inscription  is  a
mandatory  instruction  sign  -  do  not  proceed  past  one  of  these  signs  without
announcing  your  intentions  on  Unicom  and  listening  for  and  confirming  location
of  any  aircraft  in  the  area.  The  most  common  form  of  this  sign  is  the  runway
hold  position.  Both  runway  identifications  are  usually  included  on  the  sign  with
the  numbers  arranged  to  indicate  the  direction  of  each  threshold.  For  example,
14-32  indicates  that  the  threshold  for  runway  14  is  to  the  left  and  the  threshold  for
runway  32  is  to  the  right.

Location  Signs:  A  black  sign  with  yellow  inscription  is  a  location  sign  that
identifies  the  taxiway  or  runway  that  you  are  on.

Guidance  Signs:  A  yellow  sign  with  a  black  inscription  is  a  guidance  sign.
These  signs  always  have  arrows.  The  arrow  shows  the  direction  to  turn  onto  the
indicated  taxiway.  Sometimes,  these  signs  may  be  co-located  with  a  location
sign  and/or  other  guidance  signs  in  an  array.









Upwind Leg

For both pilots and vehicle operators, extra vigilance is the key to operating at
airports without an operating control tower. Your eyes and ears are two of the

most important safety features you have. Although Houghton County Memorial
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1  One  WON  6  Six  SIX
2  Two  TOO  7  Seven  SEV-EN
3  Three  TREE  8  Eight  AIT
4  Four  FOW-ER  9  Nine  NIN-ER
5  Five  FIFE  0  Zero  ZEE-RO

Traffic  Pattern  Terminology

Aircraft  approaching  a  runway  for  landing  follow  a  pattern.  The  standard  patter
is  a  rectangular  box  with  the  pilot  making  all  turns  to  the  left.  Each  side  of  the
pattern  has  a  name,  as  shown  in  the  diagram.  Pilots  use  these  names  to  repor
their  position  on  the  radio  when  they  are  in  the  traffic  pattern.  For  example,  
pilot  may  say,  “Entering  downwind  for  runway  32,”  or,  “Turning  base  for  runway
14."  Familiarity  with  these  names  will  help  you  locate  an  aircraft  when  the  pilot
reports  his/her  position  on  the  radio.
















